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RADIO on STAMPS 
Radio is the technology of signaling and communicating using 
radio waves. Radio waves 
are electromagnetic waves of 
frequency between 30 hertz 
(Hz) and 300 gigahertz 
(GHz). They are generated 
by an electronic device called 
Broadcasting uses several 
parts of the radio spectrum, 

depending on the type of signals 
transmitted and the desired target 
audience. Longwave and medium wave 
signals can give reliable coverage of  
hundred kilometers across but have more 
limited information carrying capacity and so 
work best with audio signals (speech and 
music), and the sound quality can be 
degraded by radio noise from natural and 
artificial sources. 

 

 

 

 

 

The shortwave bands have greater potential range but are 
more subject to interference by distant stations and varying 
atmospheric conditions that affect reception. A transmitter 
connected to an antenna 
which radiates the waves 
and received by a radio 
receiver connected to 
another antenna. Radio is 
very widely used in 
modern technology, in 

radio 
communication, radar, radio navigation, 
remote control, remote sensing and other 
applications.  

Radio broadcasting means transmission of 
audio (sound) to radio receivers belonging 
to a public audience. Analog audio is the 
earliest form of radio broadcast. AM 
broadcasting began around 1920. FM 
broadcasting was introduced in the late 
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1930s with improved fidelity. A broadcast radio receiver is 
called a radio. Most radios can receive both AM and FM and 
are called AM/FM receivers. 

The idea of wireless communication predates the discovery of 
"radio" with experiments in 
"wireless telegraphy" via inductive 
and capacitive induction and 
transmission through the ground, 
water, and even train tracks from 
the 1830s on. James Clerk Maxwell 
showed in theoretical and 
mathematical form in 1864 that 

electromagnetic waves could propagate through free space. It 
is likely that the first intentional transmission of a signal by 
means of electromagnetic waves was performed in an 
experiment by David Edward Hughes around 1880, although 
this was considered to be induction at the time. In 1888 
Heinrich Rudolf Hertz was able to conclusively prove 
transmitted airborne electromagnetic waves in an experiment 
confirming Maxwell's theory of electromagnetism.  

In 1892 the physicist William Crookes wrote on the 
possibilities of wireless telegraphy based on Hertzian waves. 
Others, such as Sir Oliver Lodge, Jagadish Chandra Bose, and 
Alexander Popov were involved in the development of 
components and theory involved with the transmission and 
reception of airborne electromagnetic waves for their own 
theoretical work. 

Over several years starting in 
1894 the Italian inventor 
Guglielmo Marconi built the 
first engineering complete, 
commercially successful 
wireless telegraphy system 
based on airborne Hertzian waves (radio transmission). 
Marconi demonstrated the application of radio in military and 
marine communications and started a company for the 

development and propagation of radio 
communication services and equipment. 
<<See here 1914 
De Forest Radio 
Receiver.  

During the mid-
1920s, amplifying 

vacuum tubes (or thermionic valves in 
the UK) revolutionized radio receivers 
and transmitters. John Ambrose Fleming 
developed a vacuum tube diode. Lee de 
Forest placed a screen, added a "grid" 
electrode, creating the triode. The Dutch company 
Nederlandsche Radio-Industrie and its owner engineer, Hanso 
Idzerda, made the first regular wireless broadcast for 
entertainment from its workshop in The Hague on 6 
November 1919. The company manufactured both 
transmitters and receivers. Its popular program was broadcast 
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four nights per week on AM 670 meters, until 1924 when the 
company ran into financial troubles. © 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Television on Stamps 
Television (TV), sometimes 
shortened to tele or telly, is a 
telecommunication medium used 
for transmitting moving images in 
monochrome (black and white), or 
in color, and in two or three 
dimensions and sound. The term 
can refer to a television set, a 
television show, or the medium of 
television transmission. Television 
is a mass medium for advertising, 
entertainment, news, and sports. 

 Television became available in 
crude experimental forms in 
the late 1920s, but it would 
still be several years before 
the new technology would be 
marketed to consumers. After 

World War II, an improved form of black-and-white TV 
broadcasting became popular in the United Kingdom and 
United States, and television sets became commonplace in 

homes, businesses, and 
institutions. During the 
1950s, television was the 
primary medium for 
influencing public opinion. 
In the mid-1960s, color 
broadcasting was introduced 
in the US and most other developed countries. 

Television signals were 
initially distributed only 
as terrestrial television 
using high-powered 
radio-frequency 
transmitters to broadcast 
the signal to individual 
television receivers. 

Alternatively, television signals are distributed by coaxial cable 
or optical fiber, satellite 
systems and, since the 2000s 
via the Internet. Until the early 
2000s, these were transmitted 
as analog signals, but a 
transition to digital television is 
expected to be completed 
worldwide by the late 2010s.      RCA TV 1946 
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A standard television set is composed of 
multiple internal electronic circuits, 
including a tuner for receiving and 
decoding broadcast signals. A visual 
display device which lacks a tuner is 
correctly called a video monitor rather 
than a television.  

1932: The BBC starts a regular public 

television broadcasting 
service in the UK. 

1936: The 1936 Summer 
Olympics becomes the 
first Olympic Games to be broadcast on television. 

1945: National Broadcasting Company (NBC) begins the first 
regularly scheduled television network service in the United 
States. 

There are many aspects of 
television that can be addressed, 
including negative issues such as 
media violence. Current research 
is discovering that individuals 
suffering from social isolation can 
employ television to create what 

is termed a Para social or faux relationship with characters 

from their favorite television  shows and 
movies as a way of deflecting feelings of loneliness and social 
deprivation. Several studies have found that 1951: television 

takes place in San Francisco, 
California from the Japanese Peace 
Treaty Conference.  

Television has played a pivotal role in 
the socialization of the 20th and 21st 
centuries. Good Things about 
Television" argues that television can 

be a powerful and effective learning tool for children if used 
wisely. 

Broadcast programming, or TV listings in the United Kingdom, 
is the practice of organizing television programs in a schedule, 
with broadcast automation used to regularly change the 
scheduling of TV programs to build an audience for a new 
show, retain that audience, or compete with other 
broadcasters' programs. © 
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Navarre, Spain 
Navarre officially the Chartered Community of Navarre is an 
autonomous 
community and 
province in northern 
Spain, bordering 
the Basque 
Autonomous 
Community, La 
Rioja, and Aragon 
in Spain and 
Nouvelle-Aquitaine in France. The capital city is Pamplona. 
The best-known event in Navarre is the San Fermín festival in 
July held in Pamplona.  

Navarre is in the transition between Green 
Spain and semi-arid interior areas, causing a 
vast difference of landscapes between various 
parts of the region. The transition also renders a 
highly variable climate, with cooler spells and 
heat waves mixing in summer. Winters are mild 
for the latitude. Navarre is one of the historic 
Basque districts, with its Basque features 

conspicuous in the north, while virtually absent on the 
southern fringes. 

The Kingdom of Navarre originally the Kingdom of 
Pamplona, was a Basque kingdom that occupied lands on 

either side of the western Pyrenees, alongside the Atlantic 
Ocean between present-day Spain and France. 

The medieval state took form 
around the city of Pamplona 
during the first centuries of the 
Iberian Reconquista. The 
kingdom has its origins in the 
conflict in the buffer region 
between the Frankish king 
Charlemagne and the Umayyad Emirate that controlled most 
of the Iberian Peninsula. The city of Pamplona had been the 
main city of the indigenous Vasconic population and was 
located amid a predominantly Basque-speaking area. In an 

event traditionally dated to 824, 
Íñigo Arista was elected or 
declared ruler of the area 
around Pamplona in opposition 
to Frankish expansion into the 
region, originally as vassal to the 
Córdoba Emirate. This polity 
evolved into the Kingdom of 

Pamplona. In the first quarter of the 10th century the 
Kingdom was able to briefly break its vassalage under 
Córdoba and expand militarily, but again found itself 
dominated by Córdoba until the early 11th century. A series of 
partitions and dynastic changes led to a diminution of its 
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territory and to periods of rule by the kings of Aragon (1054–
1134) and France.  

In the 15th century, 
another dynastic dispute 
over control by the king 
of Aragon led to internal 
divisions and the eventual 
conquest of the southern 
part of the kingdom by 
Ferdinand the Catholic in 1512 (permanently in 1524). It was 
annexed by the Courts of Castile to the Crown of Castile in 
1515.  The remaining northern part of the kingdom was again 
joined with France by personal union in 1589 when King 
Henry III of Navarre inherited the French throne as Henry IV 
of France, and in 1620 it was merged into the Kingdom of 
France. The monarchs of this unified state took the title "King 
of France and Navarre" until its fall in the French Revolution, 

and again during the Bourbon 
Restoration from 1814 until 1830 
(with a brief interregnum in 1815). 

In 1932, a Basque Country's 
separate statute failed to take off 
over disagreements on the 
centrality of Catholicism, a scene of 
political radicalization ensued 
dividing the leftist and rightist 
forces during the 2nd Spanish 

Republic (1931–1939). Thousands of 
landless laborers occupied properties 
of wealthy landowners in October 
1933, leaving the latter eager for 
revenge. The most reactionary and 
clerical Carlists came to prominence, 
ideologues such as Víctor Pradera, 
and an understanding with General 
Mola paved the way to the Spanish 
Nationalist uprising in Pamplona (18 
July 1936). 

The triumphant military revolt was 
followed by a terror campaign in the 
rearguard against blacklisted 
individuals considered to be 
progressive ("reds"), mildly 
republicans, or just inconvenient. The 
purge especially affected southern 
Navarre along the Ebro banks, and 
counted on the active complicity of the 

clergy, who adopted the fascist 
salute and even involved in 
murderous tasks. The killing 
took a death toll of at least 
2,857, plus a further 305 dying 
in prisons (ill-treatment, 
malnutrition). © 
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Air Force One is the official 
air traffic control call sign for 
a United States Air Force 
aircraft carrying the 
President of the United 
States. In common parlance, the term is used to denote U.S. 
Air Force aircraft modified and used to transport the 
President. The aircraft are prominent symbols of the American 
presidency and its power.  

The idea of designating specific military aircraft to transport 
the President arose in 1943, when officials of the United 
States Army Air Forces, the predecessor to the U.S. Air Force, 
became concerned about using commercial airlines for 
presidential travel. A C-87 Liberator Express was reconfigured 
for use as the first dedicated VIP-and-presidential transport 
aircraft and named Guess Where II, but the Secret Service 
rejected it because of its safety record. A C-54 Skymaster was 
then converted for presidential use; dubbed the Sacred Cow, 
it carried President Franklin D. Roosevelt to the Yalta 
Conference in February 1945 and was used for another two 
years by President Harry S. Truman. 

The "Air Force One" call sign was created in 1953, after a 
Lockheed Constellation named Columbine II carrying 

President Dwight D. Eisenhower entered the same airspace as 
a commercial airline flight using the same flight number. 

 

Other Air Force Ones have included another Lockheed 
Constellation, Columbine III, and two Boeing 707s, introduced 
in the 1960s and 1970s. Since 1990, the presidential fleet has 
consisted of two Boeing VC-25As: highly customized Boeing 
747-200B aircraft. The U.S. Air Force has ordered two Boeing 
747-8s to serve as the next Air Force Ones. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt was 
the first president to fly in an 
aircraft while 
in office. The 
first aircraft 
obtained 
specifically 
for 
presidential travel was a 

Douglas Dolphin amphibian delivered in 1933 which was 
designated RD-2 by the US Navy and based at the naval base 
at Anacostia D.C. The Dolphin was modified with luxury 
upholstery for four passengers and a 
small separate sleeping compartment. 
The aircraft remained in service as a 
presidential transport from 1933 until 
1939. 

Air Force One 
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Eisenhower introduced four 
propeller-driven aircraft to 
presidential service. This group 
included two Lockheed C-121 
Constellations, aircraft 
Columbine II and Columbine III 
(VC-121E 53-7885). They were 
named by First Lady Mamie Eisenhower for the columbine, 
official state flower of her adopted home state of Colorado. In 
addition, two Aero Commanders were also added to the fleet. 

Under John F. Kennedy, presidential air travel entered the 
jet age. He had used the 
Eisenhower-era jets for trips to 
Canada, France, Austria, and the 
United Kingdom.[22] Then in 
October 1962, the U.S. Air Force 
purchased a Boeing C-137 
Stratoliner, a modified long-
range Boeing 707—Special Air Mission (SAM) 26000.  

The Air Force had designed a special 
presidential livery in red and metallic 
gold, with the nation's name in block 
letters. Kennedy felt the aircraft 
appeared too regal, and, on advice  
from his wife, First Lady Jacqueline 
Kennedy, he contacted the French-
born American industrial designer 

Raymond Loewy for help in designing a new livery and 
interiors for the VC-137 jet. Loewy met with the president, 
and his earliest research on the project took him to the 
National Archives, where he looked at the first printed copy of 
the United States Declaration of Independence; he saw the 
country's name set widely spaced and in upper case in Caslon 
typeface. 

SAM 26000 was in service from 1962 to 
1998, serving Presidents Kennedy to Clinton. 

SAM 26000 was replaced in December 1972 
by another VC-137, Special Air Mission 
27000, although SAM 26000 was kept as a 
backup until it was finally retired in 1998. 
Richard Nixon was the first president to 
use SAM 27000; the newer aircraft served every president 
until it was replaced by two VC-25A aircraft (SAM 28000 and 
29000) in 1990. 

In June 1974, while President Nixon was on his way to a 
scheduled stop in Syria, Syrian fighter jets intercepted Air 
Force One to act as escorts. However, the Air Force One crew 
was not informed in advance and, as a result, took evasive 
action including a dive. 

After announcing his intention to resign the presidency, Nixon 
boarded SAM 27000 (with call sign "Air Force One") to travel 
to California. Colonel Ralph Albertazzie, then pilot of Air Force 
One, recounted that after Gerald Ford was sworn in as 
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president, the plane had to be redesignated as SAM 27000, 
indicating no president was on board the aircraft. Over  
Jefferson City, Missouri, Albertazzie radioed: "'Kansas City, 
this was Air Force One. 
Will you change our call 
sign to Sierra Alpha 
Mike (SAM) 27000?' 
Back came the reply: 
'Roger, Sierra Alpha 
Mike 27000. Good luck 
to the President.” 

Though Ronald Reagan's two terms as president saw no 
major changes to Air Force One, the manufacture of the 
presidential aircraft version of the Boeing 747 began during 
his presidency. The USAF issued a Request For Proposal in 
1985 for two wide-body aircraft with a minimum of three 

engines and an unrefueled range of 
6,000 miles (9,700 km). Boeing with 
the 747 and McDonnell Douglas with 
the DC-10 submitted proposals, and the 
Reagan Administration ordered two 
identical 747s to replace the aging 
707s he used. The interior designs, 

drawn up by First Lady Nancy Reagan, were reminiscent of 
the American Southwest. The first of two aircraft, designated 
VC-25A, was delivered in 1990, during the administration of 
George H. W. Bush. Delays were experienced to allow for 

additional work to protect the aircraft from electromagnetic 
pulse (EMP) effects. 

Marine One is the call sign of any United States Marine 
Corps aircraft carrying the president of the United States.[1] 
It usually denotes a helicopter operated by Marine Helicopter 
Squadron One (HMX-1) 
"Nighthawks", consisting 
of either the large Sikorsky 
VH-3D Sea King or the 
newer, smaller VH-60N 
"White Hawk". Both 
helicopters are called 
"White Tops" because of 
their livery. Any Marine Corps aircraft carrying the vice 
president has the call sign Marine Two. 

 By August 2013, all interested companies, including Northrop  
Grumman–AgustaWestland and Bell–Boeing, had withdrawn 
from the VXX bidding, except Sikorsky Aircraft. Sikorsky had 

partnered with Lockheed Martin, 
and said it intended to use the S-
92 as the base aircraft. A new 
deadline, 2020, was established 
for the 23-helicopter fleet to be 
in operation. On 7 May 2014, the 
Navy awarded Sikorsky Aircraft a 
$1.24-billion contract to build six 
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presidential helicopters. A fleet of 21 helicopters is expected 
to be in service by 2023. 

There was a much, much earlier “Air Force One”.  On October 
11, 1910, Theodore Roosevelt became 
the first U.S. president to fly in an 
aircraft, an early Wright Flyer from 
Kinloch Field near St. Louis, Missouri. He 
was 

no longer in office at 
the time, having been 
succeeded by William 
Howard Taft. The 
record-making occasion 
was a brief overflight 
of the crowd at a 
county fair but was nonetheless the beginning of presidential 
air travel. Here we can see Theodore Roosevelt and pilot 
Arch Hoxsey before their flight from St. Louis in October 
1910. © 

 More information on AIR FORCE ONE can be found at this 
Website: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air_Force_One 

References: 

Radio: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radio 

Television: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Television 

Navarre: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Navarre 

Marine One: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marine_One 

Scotland (Great Britain) 
is a country that is part of the United Kingdom. Covering the 
northern third of the island of 
Great Britain, mainland Scotland 
has a 96 mile (154 km) border 
with England to the southeast 
and is otherwise surrounded by 
the Atlantic Ocean to the north 
and west, the North Sea to the 

northeast and the Irish Sea to the 
south. In addition, Scotland includes 
more than 790 islands: principally 
within the Northern Isles and the 
Hebrides archipelagos. Scotland 
Flag and Banner shown here. 

The Kingdom of Scotland emerged as an independent 
sovereign state in the European Early Middle Ages and 
continued to exist until 1707. By inheritance in 1603, James 
VI of Scotland became king of England and Ireland, thus 
forming a personal union of the three kingdoms. Scotland 
subsequently entered a political union with the Kingdom of 
England on 1 May 1707 to create the new Kingdom of Great 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air_Force_One
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radio
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Television
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Navarre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marine_One
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Britain. The union also 
created the Parliament of 
Great Britain, which 
succeeded both the 
Parliament of Scotland and 
the Parliament of England. 
In 1801, the Kingdom of 
Great Britain entered into a political union with the Kingdom 
of Ireland to create the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland (in 1922, the Irish Free State seceded from the United 
Kingdom, leading to the latter being officially renamed the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland in 
1927).  © 

For more information read this webpage: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotland 
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Ruins of Dunluce Castle in Northern 
Ireland 

Dunluce Castle is a now-ruined medieval castle in Northern 
Ireland, the seat of Clan McDonnell. It is located on the edge 
of a basalt outcropping in County Antrim (between 
Portballintrae and Portrush) and is accessible via a bridge 
connecting it to the mainland. The castle is surrounded by 
extremely steep drops on either side, which may have been 
an important factor to the early Christians and Vikings who 
were drawn to this place where an early Irish fort once stood. 

In the 13th century, Richard Óg de Burgh, 2nd Earl of Ulster, 
built the first castle at Dunluce. 

 
It is first documented in the hands of the McQuillan family in 
1513. The earliest features of the castle are two large drum 
towers about 9 meters (30 ft) in diameter on the eastern side, 
both relics of a stronghold built here by the McQuillans after 
they became lords of the Route. 
In the 13th century, Richard Óg de Burgh, 2nd Earl of Ulster, 
built the first castle at Dunluce. 
 
It is first documented in the hands of the McQuillan family in 
1513. The earliest features of the castle are two large drum 
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towers about 9 meters (30 ft) in diameter on the eastern side, 
both relics of a stronghold built here by the McQuillans after 
they became lords of the Route. 
 
The McQuillans were the Lords of Route from the late 13th 
century until they were displaced by the MacDonnell after 
losing two major battles against them during the mid- and 
late-16th century. 
 
The castle in the last decade of the 19th century 
Later Dunluce Castle became the home of the chief of the 
Clan MacDonnell of Antrim and the Clan MacDonald of 
Dunnyveg from Scotland. Chief John Mor MacDonald was the 
second son of Good John of Islay, Lord of the Isles, 6th chief 
of Clan Donald in Scotland. John Mor MacDonald l was born 
through John of Islay's second marriage to Princess Margaret 
Stewart, daughter of King Robert II of Scotland. In 1584, on 
the death of James MacDonald the 6th chief of the Clan 
MacDonald of Antrim and Dunnyveg, the Antrim Glens were 
seized by Sorley Boy MacDonnell, one of his younger 
brothers. Sorley Boy took the castle, keeping it for himself 
and improving it in the Scottish style. Sorley Boy swore 
allegiance to Queen Elizabeth I and his son Randal was made 
1st Earl of Antrim by King James I. 
The McQuillans were the Lords of Route from the late 13th 
century until they were displaced by the MacDonnell after 
losing two major battles against them during the mid- and 
late-16th century. 

 
The castle in the last decade of the 19th century 
Later Dunluce Castle became the home of the chief of the 
Clan MacDonnell of Antrim and the Clan MacDonald of 
Dunnyveg from Scotland. Chief John Mor MacDonald was the 
second son of Good John of Islay, Lord of the Isles, 6th chief 
of Clan Donald in Scotland. John Mor MacDonald l was born 
through John of Islay's second marriage to Princess Margaret 
Stewart, daughter of King Robert II of Scotland. In 1584, on 
the death of James MacDonald the 6th chief of the Clan 
MacDonald of Antrim and Dunnyveg, the Antrim Glens were 
seized by Sorley Boy MacDonnell, one of his younger 
brothers. Sorley Boy took the castle, keeping it for himself 
and improving it in the Scottish style. Sorley Boy swore 
allegiance to Queen Elizabeth I and his son Randal was made 
1st Earl of Antrim by King James I. 
 
Four years later, the Girona, a galleass from the Spanish 
Armada, was wrecked in a storm on the rocks nearby. The 
cannons from the ship were installed in the gatehouses and 
the rest of the cargo sold, the funds being used to restore the 
castle. MacDonnell's granddaughter Rose was born in the 
castle in 1613. © 
 
For more information check this website: 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dunluce_Castle#History 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dunluce_Castle#History
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Chess on Stamps 
Chess is a two-player strategy 
board game played on a 
checkered board with 64 
squares arranged in an 8×8 
square grid. Played by millions 
of people worldwide, chess is 
believed to be derived from 
the Indian game chaturanga 
sometime before the 7th 
century. Chaturanga is also the likely ancestor of the East 
Asian strategy games xiangqi (Chinese chess), janggi (Korean 

chess), and shogi (Japanese 
chess). Chess reached Europe 
via Persia and Arabia by the 9th 
century, due to the Umayyad 
conquest of Hispania. The queen 
and bishop assumed their 
current powers 

in Spain in the late 15th century, and the 
modern rules were standardized in the 19th 
century. 
Play involves no hidden information. Each 
player begins with 16 pieces: one king, one 
queen, two rooks, two knights, two bishops, 
and eight pawns. Each piece type moves 
differently, with the most powerful being the 

queen and the least powerful the 
pawn. The objective is to checkmate 
the opponent's king by placing it 
under an inescapable threat of 
capture. To this end, a player's 
pieces are used to attack and 
capture the opponent's pieces, while 
supporting one another. During the game, play typically 
involves exchanging pieces for the opponent's similar pieces, 

and finding and engineering opportunities to 
trade advantageously or to get a better 
position. In addition to checkmate, a player 
wins the game if the opponent resigns, or in 
a timed game, runs out of time. There are 
also several ways a game can end in a draw. 
Chess is believed to have originated in 
northwest India, in the Gupta Empire (c. 

280–550), where its early form in the 6th century was known 
as chaturaṅga (Sanskrit: चतुर�), literally four divisions [of the 
military] – infantry, cavalry, 
elephants, and chariotry, represented 
by the pieces that would evolve into 
the modern pawn, knight, bishop, 
and rook, respectively. Chaturanga 
was played on an 8×8 uncheckered 
board, called ashtāpada. Thence it 
spread eastward and westward along 
the Silk Road. The earliest evidence of chess is found in the 
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nearby Sasanian Persia around 600, where 
the game came to be known by the name 
chatrang. Chatrang was taken up by the 
Muslim world after the Islamic conquest of 
Persia (633–44), where it was then named 
shatranj, with the pieces largely retaining 
their Persian names. In Spanish "shatranj" 
was rendered as ajedrez ("al-shatranj"), in 
Portuguese as xadrez, and in Greek as 
ζατρίκιον (zatrikion, which comes directly 
from the Persian chatrang), but in the rest of 
Europe it was replaced by versions of the Persian shāh 
("king"), which was familiar as an exclamation and became 
the English words "check" and "chess".[note 2] The word 
"checkmate" is derived from the Persian shāh māt ("the king 
is helpless"). 
1945 to Present 
After the death of Alekhine, a new World 
Champion was sought. FIDE, which has 
controlled the title since then (except for 
one interruption), ran a tournament of 
elite players. The winner of the 1948 
tournament was Russian Mikhail 
Botvinnik. 
 
In 1950 FIDE established a system of 
titles, conferring the titles of Grandmaster and International 
Master on 27 players. Some sources state that in 1914 the 

title of chess Grandmaster was first 
formally conferred by Tsar Nicholas 
II of Russia to Lasker, Capablanca, 
Alekhine, Tarrasch, and Marshall, but 
this is a disputed claim.[note 3] 
 
Botvinnik started an era of Soviet 
dominance in the chess world. Until 
the end of the Soviet Union, there 
was only one non-Soviet champion, American Bobby Fischer 
(champion 1972–1975).[38] Botvinnik revolutionized opening 
theory. Previously Black strove for equality, to neutralize 

White's first-move advantage. As 
Black, Botvinnik strove for the initiative 
from the beginning. In the previous 
informal system of World 
Championships, the current champion 
decided which challenger he would 
play for the title and the challenger 
was forced to seek sponsors for the 
match. FIDE set up a new system of 
qualifying tournaments and matches. 
The world's strongest players were 

seeded into Interzonal tournaments, where they were joined 
by players who had qualified from Zonal tournaments. The 
leading finishers in these Interzonal would go on the 
"Candidates" stage, which was initially a tournament, and 
later a series of knockout matches. The winner of the 
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Candidates would then play the reigning 
champion for the title. A champion defeated in 
a match had a right to play a rematch a year 
later. This system operated on a three-year 
cycle. Botvinnik participated in championship 
matches over a period of fifteen years. He won 
the world championship tournament in 1948 
and retained the title in tied matches in 1951 
and 1954. In 1957, he lost to Vasily Smyslov, but regained 
the title in a rematch in 1958. In 1960, he lost the title to the 
23-year-old Latvian prodigy Mikhail Tal, an accomplished 
tactician and attacking player. Botvinnik again regained the 
title in a rematch in 1961. 
 
Following the 1961 event, FIDE abolished the automatic right 

of a deposed champion to a 
rematch, and the next 
champion, Armenian Tigran 
Petrosian, a player renowned 
for his defensive and 
positional skills, held the title 
for two cycles,  1963–1969. 
His successor, Boris Spassky 
from Russia (champion 

1969–1972), won games in both positional and sharp tactical 
style. The next championship, the so-called Match of the 
Century, saw the first non-Soviet challenger since World War 
II, American Bobby Fischer, who defeated his Candidates 

opponents by unheard-of 
margins and clearly won 
the world championship 
match. In 1975, however, 
Fischer refused to defend 
his title against Soviet 
Anatoly Karpov when FIDE 
did not meet his demands, 
and Karpov obtained the 
title by default. Fischer 
modernized many aspects 
of chess, especially by 
extensively preparing openings. For more information read 
this page: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chess#History 
  
International titles are 
awarded to composers and 
solvers of chess problems 
and to correspondence chess 
players (by the International 
Correspondence Chess 
Federation). National chess 
organizations may also 
award titles, usually to the 
advanced players still under 
the level needed for international titles; an example is the 
chess expert title used in the United States. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chess#History
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Relative Distance Between Cities 

In Russia let’s check the distance between Moscow and 
Sebastopol. Let us 
say you want to 
drive between these 
two cities. The 
distance by roads is 
1499 KMs (931.4 
miles). I would take 
21 hours . 

 

However, if we are in Texas, USA, the distance between these 
two cities is only 54.2 KMs (33.7 miles). The driving time 
would be only 41 mins. 

Sevastopol is the largest city 
on Crimea and a major port on 
the Black Sea. Since the 
annexation of Crimea in 2014, 
Sevastopol has been 
administered as a federal city of 
the Russian Federation. The city 
of Sevastopol was the home of the Tsar's Black Sea Fleet, 
which threatened the Mediterranean. The Russian field army 
withdrew before the allies could encircle it. 

Sebastopol is an unincorporated community in Trinity 
County, Texas, located on Farm-to-Market Roads 355 and 
356, 14 miles southwest of Groveton. Although residents have 
said the population once reached 500, the population had 
decreased to around 120 by the 2000 census. 

Moscow, on the Moskva River in western Russia, is the 
nation’s cosmopolitan 
capital. In its historic 
core is the Kremlin, a 
complex that’s home 
to the president and 
tsarist treasures in 
the Armory. Outside 
its walls is Red 
Square, Russia's symbolic center.  

Moscow is the capital and largest city of Russia. The city 
stands on the Moskva River in Central Russia, with a 
population estimated at 12.4 million residents within the city 
limits, while over 17 million residents in the urban area, and 
over 20 million residents in the Moscow Metropolitan Area. 

When the Soviet Union dissolved, Moscow remained as the 
capital city of the contemporary and newly established 
Russian Federation. 

Moscow is an unincorporated community in Polk County, 
Texas, United States. As of the year 2000, the community had 
approximately 170 residents. 
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Lord is an appellation for a person or deity who has 
authority, control, or power over others, acting like a master, 
a chief, or a ruler. The appellation can also denote certain 
persons who hold a title of the peerage in the United 
Kingdom, or are entitled to courtesy titles. The collective 
"Lords" can refer to a group or body of peers. 

The upper house of the Parliament of the United Kingdom is 
the House of Lords, which is an abbreviation of the full title, 
"The Right Honorable 
the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal in The 
upper house of the 

Parliament of the United Kingdom is the House 
of Lords, which is an abbreviation of the full title, 
"The Right Honorable the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal in Parliament Assembled". The Lords 
Temporal are the people who are entitled to 

receive writs of summons to attend the House of Lords in 
right of a peerage. The Lords Spiritual are the Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York, the Bishops of London, Winchester and 
Durham, and the twenty-one longest-serving bishops of the 
Church of England from among the other bishops, who are all 
entitled to receive writs of summons in right of their 
bishoprics or archbishoprics. 

The Lords Temporal greatly outnumber the Lords Spiritual, 
there being nearly 800 of the former and only 26 of the latter. 
As of December 2016, 92 Lords Temporal sit in the House in 
right of hereditary peerages and 19 sit in right of judicial life 
peerages under the Appellate Jurisdiction Act 1876. The rest 
are life peers under the Life Peerages Act 1958.Parliament 
Assembled". The Lords Temporal are the people who are 
entitled to receive writs of summons to attend the House of 
Lords in right of a peerage.  

George Gordon Byron, 6th Baron Byron, FRS (22 January 
1788 – 19 April 1824), known simply as Lord Byron, was a 
British peer, who was a poet and politician. He was one of the 
leading figures of the Romantic movement and is regarded as 
one of the greatest British poets. He remains widely read and 
influential. Among his 
best-known works are 
the lengthy narrative 
poems Don Juan and 
Childe Harold's 
Pilgrimage; many of his 
shorter lyrics in Hebrew 
Melodies also became 
popular.  

 

 

 


