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◦ Trentino-Alto Adige (Italy)
◦ Trentino-Alto Adige/Südtirol is an autonomous region of Italy, located in the northern part of the
country. Since the 1970s, most legislative and administrative powers have been transferred to the two
self-governing provinces that make up the region: the Province of Trento, commonly known as
Trentino, and the Province of Bolzano, commonly known as South Tyrol. Trentino has an area of 6,207
km2, most of it mountainous land (20% is over 2,000 m (6,600 ft) and 70% over 1,000 m) and
covered by vast forests (50% of the territory). The climate is various through the province, from an
alpine climate to subcontinental one, with warm and variable summers and cold and quite snowy
winters. The region has always been a favorite destination for tourists, both in winter for skiing in the
high mountains and in summer to visit the wide valleys and many lakes (the largest being Lake
Garda).
◦ South Tyrol has an area of 7,398 square kilometers (2,856 square miles), all of it mountainous land
and covered by vast forests. The climate is of the continental type, owing to the influence of the many
mountain ranges which stand at well over 3,000 meters (9,800 feet) above sea level and the wide
valleys through which flow the main river, the Adige, from north to south and its numerous tributaries.
In the city of Bolzano, capital of the province, the average air temperature stands at 12.2 °C (54.0 °F)
and the average rainfall at 717.7 mm (28.3 in). The lowest pass across the Alps, the Brenner Pass, is
located at the far north of the region on the border with Austria.
Enrique Setaro, APS, HSC,
Rossica, GBPS Member.
HSC Editor

◦ https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trentino-Alto_Adige/S%C3%BCdtirol
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3 - Great Sphinx of Giza

◦ The Great Sphinx of Giza, commonly
referred to as the Sphinx of Giza or just the
Sphinx, is a limestone statue of a reclining
sphinx, a mythical creature. Facing directly
from west to east, it stands on the Giza
Plateau on the west bank of the Nile in
Giza, Egypt. The face of the Sphinx appears
to represent the pharaoh Khafre.

1880s

bedrock of the plateau, which also served
as the quarry for the pyramids and other
monuments in the area. The archaeological
evidence suggests that the Great Sphinx
was created around 2500 BC for the
pharaoh Khafre, the builder of the Second
Pyramid at Giza. However, the water
◦
erosion might suggest it is much older
such as 10,000 BC. The stones cut from
around the Sphinx' body were used to
construct a temple in front of it, however
both the enclosure and this temple were
never completed, and the relative scarcity
of Old Kingdom cultural material suggests
that a Sphinx cult was not established at
the time.

◦ The Sphinx water erosion hypothesis
contends that the main type of weathering
evident on the enclosure walls of the Great
Sphinx could only have been caused by
prolonged and extensive rainfall and must
therefore predate the time of the pharaoh
Khafre. The hypothesis was championed by
René Schwaller de Lubicz, John Anthony
West, and geologist Robert M. Schoch.
◦ In the last 700 years, there has been a
proliferation of travelers and reports from
◦ The Sphinx is a monolith carved from the
Lower Egypt, unlike Upper Egypt, which

was seldom reported from prior to the mid18th century.[citation needed] Alexandria,
Rosetta, Damietta, Cairo and the Giza
Pyramids are described repeatedly, but not
necessarily comprehensively. Many
accounts were published and widely read.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Sphi
nx_of_Giza#History
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4 – GREAT PYRAMID
COMPLEX

The Great Pyramid and the Pyramid
of Khafre are the largest pyramids
built in ancient Egypt, and they have
historically been common as
emblems of Ancient Egypt in the
Western imagination. They were
popularized in Hellenistic times,
when the Great Pyramid was listed
by Antipater of Sidon as one of the
Seven Wonders of the World. It is by
far the oldest of the Ancient
Wonders and the only one still in
existence.
The site is at the edges of the
Western Desert, approximately 9
kilometers (5.6 mi) west of the Nile
River in the city of Giza, and about
13 kilometers (8 mi) southwest of
the city center of Cairo.

The Great Pyramid and the Pyramid
of Khafre are the largest pyramids
built in ancient Egypt, and they have
historically been common as
emblems of Ancient Egypt in, and
they have historically been common
as emblems of Ancient Egypt in the
Western imagination. They were
popularized in Hellenistic times,
when the Great Pyramid was listed
by Antipater of Sidon as one of the
Seven Wonders of the World. It is by
far the oldest of the Ancient
Wonders and the only one still in
existence.
Khufu's pyramid complex consists of
a valley temple, now buried beneath
the village of Nazlet el-Samman;
diabase paving and nummulitic
limestone walls have been found but
the site has not been excavated. The
valley temple was connected to a
causeway which was largely

destroyed when the village was
constructed. The causeway led to the
Mortuary Temple of Khufu. Of this
temple, the basalt pavement is the
only thing that remains. The
mortuary temple was connected to
the king's pyramid. The king's
pyramid, completed in 2560 BC, has
three smaller queen's pyramids
associated with it and three boat
pits. The boat pits contained a ship,
and the two pits on the south side of
the pyramid still contained intact
ships when excavated. One of these
ships, the Khufu ship, has been
restored and is on display at the Giza
Solar boat museum.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giza_
pyramid_complex
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5- Wireless telegraphy

transmitters and receivers invented in 1894–1895
by Guglielmo Marconi used radiotelegraphy.
Wireless telegraphy or radiotelegraphy is
It continued to be the only type of radio
transmission of telegraph signals by radio waves. transmission during the first few decades of radio,
Before about 1910, the term wireless telegraphy called the "wireless telegraphy era" up until World
was also used for other experimental technologies War I, when the development of amplitude
for transmitting telegraph signals without wires.
modulation (AM) radiotelephony allowed sound
In radiotelegraphy, information is transmitted by (audio) to be transmitted by radio. Beginning
pulses of radio waves of two different lengths
about 1908, powerful transoceanic radiotelegraphy
called "dots" and "dashes", which spell out text
stations transmitted commercial telegram traffic
messages, usually in Morse code.
between countries at rates up to 200 words per
In a manual system, the sending operator taps on minute.
a switch called a telegraph key which turns the
Radiotelegraphy was used for long-distance
transmitter on and off, producing the pulses of
person-to-person commercial, diplomatic, and
radio waves.
military text communication throughout the first
At the receiver the pulses are Radiotelegraphy washalf of the 20th century. It became a strategically
used for long-distance person-to-person
important capability during the two world wars
commercial, diplomatic, and military text
since a nation without long-distance radiotelegraph
communication throughout the first half of the 20thstations could be isolated from the rest of the
century. It became a strategically important
world by an enemy cutting its submarine telegraph
capability during the two world wars since a nation cables. Radiotelegraphy remains popular in
without long-distance radiotelegraph stations could amateur radio. It is also taught by the military for
be isolated from the rest of the world by an enemy use in emergency communications. However, with
cutting its submarine telegraph cables.
the exception of VOR radio navigation beacons,
Radiotelegraphy remains popular in amateur radio. commercial radiotelegraphy is nearly obsolete.
It is also taught by the military for use in
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wireless_
emergency communications. However, with the
telegraphy#Radiotelegraphy
exception of VOR radio navigation beacons,
commercial radiotelegraphy is nearly obsolete.
audible in the receiver's speaker as beeps, which
are translated back to text by an operator who
knows Morse code.
Radiotelegraphy was the first means of radio
communication. The first practical radio

A US Army Signal Corps radio
operator in 1943 in New
Guinea transmitting by
radiotelegraphy
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6- Great Britain – King
George V
Booklets
For the advertisement panes, the
booklet has 4 stamps and 2
advertisement labels such as the
one shown here. A special plate
was made having two vertical
blanks on the binding edge of
each pane. The advertisement
were printed at a separate
operation.

The attached FEB 6, 1932,
cover sent from Paddington W2
to Lugano, Switzerland,
contains elements from ½ (2)
and 1 ½ d. KGV booklets and
two labels, AIR MAILS &
TELEPHONE SERVICE.

On December 2, 1941, the Pacific Clipper departed from
the Pan Am base on Treasure Island, San Francisco for its
scheduled passenger service to Auckland, New Zealand.
Renamed the Pacific Clipper, it landed at Pan American's
LaGuardia Field seaplane base in New York City at 7:12
on the morning of January 6, 1942.

Egypt 1941 Cover

The Pacific Clipper was a Boeing 314 Clipper
flying boat famous for having completed Pan
American World Airways' first around the world flight
in December 1941-January 1942; it was also the first
commercial plane flight to circumnavigate the world.

On 30 / 31 January 1942, the Pacific Clipper
transported Under Secretary of State Sumner Welles
from the Pan-American emergency defense conference
at Rio de Janeiro to Miami, covering the 4,350 miles in
a record 33 hours. The black and grey camouflaged
ship carried 39 passengers. It was at this conference
that all of Latin America except Argentina and Chile
broke ties with the Axis powers.
6/11/2021
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7 - Ballpoint Pen

known as birome). This new design was
supposedly licensed for production in the
László József Bíró (29 September 1899 – 24
United Kingdom for supply to Royal Air Force
October 1985), Hispanicized as Ladislao José
aircrew.
Biro, was a Hungarian-Argentine inventor who
Birome's advertising in Argentine magazine
patented the first commercially successful
Leoplán, 1945
modern ballpoint pen. The first ballpoint pen
In 1945, Marcel Bich bought the patent from
had been invented roughly 50 years earlier by
Bíró for the pen, which soon became the main
John J. Loud, but it was not a commercial
product of his BIC company. Bic has sold
success.
more than 100 billion ballpoint pens
Invention of the ballpoint pen
worldwide. In November of that same year,
While working as a journalist Bíró noticed that
promoter Milton Reynolds introduced a
the ink used in newspaper printing dried
gravity-fed pen to the U.S. market, to try to
quickly, leaving the paper dry and smudgeget around Biro's patent, which was based on
free. He tried using the same ink in a fountain
capillary action, where fresh ink is drawn out
pen but found that it would not flow into the
of the reservoir of the pen as ink is deposited
tip, as it was too viscous.
on the paper. Because the Reynolds
Bíró's invention Birome
workaround depended on a gravity feed, it did
Bíró presented the first production of the
not infringe, but required thinner ink and a
ballpoint pen at the Budapest International
larger barrel.[8] The Reynolds Pen was
Fair in 1931. Working with his brother György,
successful for a few years, until its reputation
a chemist, he developed a new tip consisting
for leaking and competition from established
of a ball that was free to turn in a socket, and
pen manufacturers overtook it.
as it turned it would pick up ink from a
László Bíró died in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in
cartridge and then roll to deposit it on the
1985.
paper. Bíró patented the invention in Paris in
1938.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/L%C3%A1szl%C
During World War II, Bíró fled the Nazis with
3%B3_B%C3%ADr%C3%B3
his brother, moving to Argentina, in 1943. On
17 June 1943, they filed another patent,
Attached is a stamp from Hungary honoring
issued in the US as 2,390,636 Writing
Biro and some mechanical cancels about
Instrument,[6] and formed Biro Pens of
ballpoint pens.
Argentina (in Argentina the ballpoint pen is

BIRO
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8 – Pen

in 1792. A metal pen point was patented in 1803,
but the patent was not commercially exploited. A
A pen is a common writing instrument used to
patent for the manufacture of metal pens was
apply ink to a surface, usually paper, for writing or
advertised for sale by Bryan Donkin in 1811. John
drawing. Historically, reed pens, quill pens, and dip
Mitchell of Birmingham started to mass-produce
pens were used, with a nib dipped in ink. Ruling
pens with metal nibs in 1822, and after that, the
pens allow precise adjustment of line width, and
quality of steel nibs improved enough so that dip
still find a few specialized uses, but technical pens
pens with metal nibs came into general use.
such as the Rapido graph are more commonly
used. Modern types include ballpoint, rollerball,
While a student in Paris, Romanian Petrache
fountain and felt or ceramic tip pens.
Poenaru invented the fountain pen, which the
French Government patented in May 1827.
Ancient Egyptians had developed writing on
Fountain pen patents and production then
papyrus scrolls when scribes used thin reed
increased in the 1850s.
brushes or reed pens from the Juncus maritimus
or sea rush. In his book A History of Writing,
Slavoljub Eduard Penkala, a naturalized Croatian
Steven Roger Fischer suggests that based on finds
engineer and inventor of Polish-Dutch origin from
at Saqqara, the reed pen might well have been
the Kingdom of Croatia-Slavonia in Austriaused for writing on parchment as long ago as the
Hungary, became renowned for further
First Dynasty or about 3000 BC. Reed pens
development of the mechanical pencil (1906) –
continued to be used until the Middle Ages but
then called an "automatic pencil" – and the first
were slowly replaced by quills from about the 7th
solid-ink fountain pen (1907). Collaborating with
century. The reed pen, generally made from
an entrepreneur by the name of Edmund Moster,
bamboo, is still used in some parts of Pakistan by
he started the Penkala-Moster Company and built
young students and is used to write on small
a pen-and-pencil factory that was one of the
wooden boards.
biggest in the world at the time. This company,
now called TOZ-Penkala, still exists today. "TOZ"
A copper nib was found in the ruins of Pompeii,
stands for "Tvornica olovaka Zagreb", meaning
showing that metal nibs were used in the year 79.
"Zagreb Pencil Factory".
There is also a reference to 'a silver pen to
carryhttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pen#Types ink
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pen#Types
in', in Samuel Pepys' diary for August 1663. 'New
6/11/2021
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invented' metal pens are advertised in The Times

